2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

“If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s
feet.” (John 13:14)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: CD player | DVD

Greeting

Scented Spray

Mary Anoints Jesus

Anointed Foot

Smells

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

player | Projector or screen | Television |
Card stock | Cotton balls | Craft glue |
Crayons | Markers | Offering basket |
Paper | Pencils | Ribbon | Scissors | Tape
| Watercolor paints

Transition to Explore

Transition to Bless

2. Explore
Sacred Conversation

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible Story

Praising

Say the Bible Verse

Blessing

Transition to Respond

At Home with God

Gather: Bell | Bottles | Carpet squares |
Medicine droppers | Essential oils

Explore: Bell
Respond: Bell | Bowls (small) | Candle
| Carpet squares | Labels | Medicine
droppers | Multipurpose lighter | Cooking
oil | Essential oils | Spray bottles | Table
coverings | Water | Water (distilled)

Bless: No additional supplies

Before You Teach
The twelfth chapter of John 12 opens with Jesus having dinner at the Bethany home of Lazarus, Mary,
and Martha. On a previous visit, Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. This time, Jesus and his disciples
stopped on their way to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. It was customary for Jews to travel to
Jerusalem for the celebration of Passover. Jesus knew the time of his death was drawing near.
While Jesus was in Bethany, Mary anointed Jesus’ feet. This story is anticipatory of two upcoming
events: Jesus washing the disciples’ feet and Jesus’ burial. Mary showed her love for Jesus by
anointing his feet and wiping them dry with her hair. (Jesus later showed his love for the disciples by
washing their feet.) Mary used an extravagant amount of perfume—a type used in body burials.
One of Jesus’ disciples, Judas Iscariot, objected to Mary’s actions. The perfume Mary used was worth
a year’s worth of wages! Judas asked why the expensive perfume was not sold instead and the
money given to the poor. While this sounds like a valid argument, we, the readers of the story, are
told Judas’s true reason for objection. Judas acted as the treasurer of the group and would help
himself to the money. If the perfume had been sold, Judas could have kept some of the revenue for
himself. Jesus affirmed Mary’s actions. Judas’s actions were prompted by selfishness and greed.
Mary, on the other hand, had demonstrated a characteristic of discipleship by acting out of love for
Jesus. Mary honored Jesus by anointing his feet.
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

“If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s
feet.” (John 13:14)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display your choice of an attendance chart (Class Kit—pp. 16-17 or pp. 18 & 15).
• Play “A Whole New Level of Love” (Annual Music CD).
• Welcome and greet each child as they enter the room.
• Indicate location of the offering basket.
• Help children mark their attendance inside the building on the Community Attendance Chart (opt.).

A—Mary Anoints Jesus (Activity Sheet)
Before class: Obtain Activity Sheets (Session 2).
• Distribute “Perfume”/”Extra” (pp. 5-6).
• Encourage the children to follow the journaling prompt and complete the activities.
OR

B—Smells (Sensory)
Before class: Obtain medicine droppers, small bottles, and a few essential oils. Create several scent
bottles by placing cotton inside containers, then adding 3-4 drops of oil on the cotton.
• Gather the children in a circle and instruct them to remain quiet. Pass around the container with
the first scent. When the scent bottle reaches the last child, let the children guess the scent.
• Pass around all the scent bottles in this way until the children have guessed all the scents.
SAY: In today’s Bible story, Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with a strong-smelling perfume.
TIP: Be sensitive to allergies.

Transition to Explore
Before class: Obtain bell and carpet squares.
• Ring the bell to acknowledge that it is time to transition.
• Direct the children to choose carpet squares (or equivalent items), then sit in a circle on the floor.
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

“If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s
feet.” (John 13:14)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversation
• Ask a few wondering questions.
ASK: I wonder:
o

What made you laugh this week?

o

How did you help someone this week?

o

What are you grateful for?

o

Was there a difficult part of your week, and what made it better?

o

Where did you see God this week?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Prepare television and DVD player.
• Read the Bible story (CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible—John 12:1-8).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure DVD Session 2.
ASK: When have you wanted to do something special for someone?

Interact with the Bible Story
Before class: Obtain Bible Story Sheets (Session 2).
• Distribute the Bible Story Sheets and draw attention to Bible Story Retelling (p. 1).
• Assign the two Narrator roles, then present “Mary Anoints Jesus.”

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display Poster: Unit 1 Bible Verse (Class Kit—pp. 10 & 23). Review Unit 1 sign language
(Leader Guide—p. 94).
• Recite the Bible verse: “If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each
other’s feet” (John 13:14).
• Invite the children to say and sign the Bible verse with you.

Transition to Respond
Before class: Obtain bell.
• Ring the bell, then invite the children to put away their carpet squares.
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

“If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s
feet.” (John 13:14)

RESPOND
A—Scented Spray (Sensory/Craft)
Before class: Obtain essential oils, spray bottles, distilled water, medicine droppers, labels.
• Direct each child to place in a spray bottle 30 drops of essential oil and 1 ounce distilled water.
• Show them how to make a label for the bottle. Write on the label the type of oil, water, and the
instructions “Shake well and spray.” Let the children add more decorations on the label.
• Direct the children to tie a ribbon around the bottle neck, and plan to take home or give away.
SAY: When you smell your scent, you can remember today’s Bible story.
TIP: Check with the children about allergies before doing the craft.
OR

B—Anointed Foot (Art)
Before class: Obtain small bowls, water, medicine droppers, cooking oil, table coverings.
• Direct the children to trace one foot on card stock and cut it out. Using a medicine dropper, place a
drop or two of watercolor paint on the tracing. Keep color choices to two or three. Using a different
dropper (or clean the current dropper), place a drop of oil on the painting. Repeat. Watch it dry.
TIP: If a child does not want to trace his or her foot, they can trace their hand instead. Do not let them
place too many colors on the page because the colors will turn brown as they merge. If the children
want to use additional colors, consider letting them make a second page.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Obtain Map 7: Deep Blue Shores (Class Kit—p. 8) and the cut out Figures/Pieces: Deep
Blue Shores Map 7 (Class Kit—p. 25). Display Poster: Meet Our Neighbors (Class Kit—p. 3). Photocopy
“Meet Our Neighbors” (Leader Guide—p. 18), one for each child.
• Display the Deep Blue Shores Map 7 on the floor or table, and allow children to interact with it.
• Distribute “Meet Our Neighbors.” While the children color, talk about the Deep Blue Shores
neighbors. Share the poster information.
SAY: Today we are meeting Mr. Benji. He is Edgar’s dad.
ASK: What do you think it might be like to work at a zoo?

Transition to Bless
Before class: Obtain bell, candle, multipurpose lighter (or battery-operated candle), carpet squares.
• Ring bell to signal transition. Let children choose carpet squares, then sit in a circle on the floor.
• Light a candle to symbolize that this is a special time together (optional).
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2. Mary Anoints Jesus

(John 12:1-8)

“If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s
feet.” (John 13:14)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Display Poster: Lent (Class Kit—p. 31). Continue to display Poster: Unit 1 Bible Verse
(Class Kit—pp. 10 & 23) where it is easily accessible for children. Obtain envelope containing cut out
Poster Pieces: Unit 1 Bible Verse (Class Kit—p. 27).
• Gather the children around the Bible-verse poster.
• Display the poster pieces.
• Invite a child to attach to the poster the “have washed your feet,” poster piece.
PRAY: Dear God, thank you for the example of Mary. Amen.

Praising
Before class: Obtain CD player and Deep Blue Song Sheets.
• Distribute the song sheets for “A Whole New Level of Love” (Annual Music CD).
• Sing the song “A Whole New Level of Love” (Annual Music CD).
• Collect the song sheets and store until the next session.

Blessing
SAY: Many churches “Pass the Peace” during worship. Let’s “Pass the Peace” to one another.
• Invite the children to stand, shake hands with one another, and say, “Peace be with you.”
• Do this until everyone has received a peace blessing.
TIP: Some children may prefer not to shake hands. They simply can pass the blessing with their words.

At Home with God
Before class: Obtain Bible Story Sheets leaflets.
ASK: What is one thing that you learned today? Can you share with your family what you learned?
• Send home with each child Bible Story Sheets—Session 2 leaflet.
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