10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

“As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: CD player | DVD

Greeting
Peter and John

What Would
You Share?

Jump Up

A Joyous Heart

player | Projector or screen | Television |
Craft glue | Crayons | Markers | Offering
basket | Paper | Pencils | Scissors | Tape

Transition to Explore

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

2. Explore

Gather: Bell | Carpet squares

Transition to Bless

Sacred Conversation

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible Story
Interact with the Bible Story
Say the Bible Verse
Transition to Respond

Inviting

Explore: Bell
Respond: Bell | Candle | Carpet

Praising

squares | Multipurpose lighter | Watch

Blessing
At Home with God

Bless: Envelope

Before You Teach
The Book of Acts tells us about the early days of the church. It is the story of Jesus’ followers after
Jesus’ Resurrection and ascension to heaven. During his time on earth, Jesus prepared his followers
to continue the work he had begun, telling people about God and sharing God’s love.
In Bible times, Jewish people prayed in their homes at regular times during the day. On special days,
they went to the temple to pray. One afternoon Peter and John were going to the temple to pray at
the appointed time when they met a man who could not walk. The man was begging outside the
temple gate. Because he could not walk, the man was considered unclean by Jewish custom and was
not allowed inside the temple. Peter and John did not have money to give him, so instead, they
restored his ability to walk. Peter healed the man, “in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene”
(Acts 3:6). It was important to Peter that everyone know the true source of the man’s healing since
there were often people present trying to perform healing in the names of other gods. When the man
discovered he could walk, he entered the temple (for the first time in his life since he had been
crippled since birth) and began to praise God. When Peter and John healed the man, they did more
than allow him to walk; they gave him the ability to worship in the temple.
When Peter and John were praised for what they had done, they explained that it was not by their
own power they were able to heal the man. Peter and John gave the credit to God—the God who
raised Jesus from the dead. For speaking of the Resurrection of Jesus, Peter and John were thrown
into prison. The leaders in Jerusalem did not want the Jesus movement to spread. Ultimately, Peter
and John were released from prison, but were asked to stop talking about Jesus. Given a choice to
obey God or obey the Jerusalem Council, Peter and John chose to continue to do God’s work, assisted
and inspired by the Holy Spirit.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

“As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display your choice of an attendance chart (Class Kit—pp. 16-17 or pp. 18 & 15).
• Play “All Are Welcome” and “Changed” (Annual Music CD).
• Welcome and greet each child as they enter the room.
• Indicate the location of the offering basket.
• Help children mark their attendance inside the building on the Community Attendance Chart (opt.).

A—Peter and John (Activity Sheet)
Before class: Obtain Activity Sheets (Session 10).
• Distribute “Confidence”/”Speak-up Search” (pp. 21-22).
• Encourage the children to follow the journaling prompt and complete the activities.
OR

B—Jump Up (Game)
• Direct the children to line up on one side of the room.
SAY: When I say “Rise up and walk,” you will jump forward as far as you can. If you jump before I
speak, or if you jump when I say the wrong phrase, you must go back to the starting line.
• Give various commands, such as, “Stand up” “Get up,” and so forth. Children can only jump when
you say the correct phrase.
• The first person to reach you becomes the next leader.

Transition to Explore
Before class: Obtain bell and carpet squares.
• Ring the bell to acknowledge that it is time to transition.
• Direct the children to choose carpet squares (or equivalent items), then sit in a circle on the floor.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

“As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)

EXPLORE
Sacred Conversation
• Ask a few wondering questions.
ASK: I wonder:
o

What made you laugh this week?

o

How did you help someone this week?

o

What are you grateful for?

o

Was there a difficult part of your week, and what made it better?

o

Where did you see God this week?

Hear and See the Bible Story
Before class: Prepare television and DVD player.
• Read the Bible story (CEB Deep Blue Kids Bible—Acts 4:1-22).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure DVD Session 10.
ASK: How do you serve others?

Interact with the Bible Story
Before class: Obtain Bible Story Sheets (Session 10).
• Distribute the Bible Story Sheets and draw attention to Bible Story Retelling (p. 1).
• Assign the seven Reader roles, then present “Peter and John.”

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Display Poster: Unit 3 Bible Verse (Class Kit—pp. 14 & 19). Review Unit 3 sign language
(Leader Guide—p. 96).
• Recite the Bible verse: “As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard”
(Acts 4:20).
• Invite the children to say and sign the Bible verse with you.

Transition to Respond
Before class: Obtain bell.
• Ring the bell, then invite the children to put away their carpet squares.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

“As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)

RESPOND
A—What Would You Share? (Writing)
SAY: Peter and John were in a tough position. They were spreading the message of Jesus, which the
community leaders disliked. But they stood firm in the faith and continued to preach about Jesus. Our
Bible verse: “As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.”
ASK: What message would you want to share about Jesus? If you were texting, tweeting, or posting
on social media, what would you want to say about your faith?
• Encourage the children to write or draw their responses. They might choose to draw a social media
profile or a cell phone as a part of their response. Enlist willing volunteers to share.
OR

B—A Joyous Heart (Science)
• Direct the children to find partners.
SAY: Find your partner’s pulse. Place the index and middle fingers on your partner’s wrist below her
or his thumb. Press lightly until you can feel your partner’s pulse in your fingers. Each pulse
represents a heartbeat. When I tell you to begin, start counting and continue until I tell you to stop.
• Time one minute while the recorders take their partners’ pulses. Then encourage the first child to
jump 15 times while their partner counts aloud. Direct recorders to find their partner’s pulse again.
• Let the children to switch roles and repeat the activity. Note the difference in their heart rates.
SAY: The man in the Bible story leaped and praised God. Leaping is a good heart exercise and reminds
us of the Bible story. Jesus is always in your heart.

Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Obtain Map 7: Deep Blue Shores (Class Kit—p. 8) and the cut out Figures/Pieces: Deep
Blue Shores Map 7 (Class Kit—p. 25). Display Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 5). Photocopy Mission
Letter (Leader Guide—p. 66).
• Display the Deep Blue Shores Map 7 on the floor or table. While the children interact with the map
and figures, talk about this quarter’s mission.
SAY: Today we are learning about the John Wesley Community Centre. The mission organization helps
children and families in South Africa. They offer services for children who are sick or their family
members who might be ill.
• Share information on the mission poster. Distribute the mission letter to go home with children.

Transition to Bless
• Ring the bell to signal transition. Direct the children to choose carpet squares, then sit in a circle on
the floor.
• Light a candle to symbolize that this is a special time together (optional).
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(Acts 4:1-22)

“As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20)

BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Continue to display Poster: Unit 3 Bible Verse (Class Kit—pp. 14 & 19) where it is easily
accessible for children. Obtain Poster Pieces: Unit 3 Bible Verse Poster (Class Kit—p. 27); cut out pieces
and store in an envelope.
• Gather the children around the Bible-verse poster.
• Display the poster pieces.
• Invite a child to attach to the poster the “Peter and John” poster piece.
PRAY: Dear God, help us to always spread the message of Jesus. Amen.

Praising
Before class: Obtain CD player and Deep Blue Song Sheets (new, located in Bible Story Sheets).
• Distribute the song sheets for “Changed” (Annual Music CD).
• Sing the song “Changed” (Annual Music CD).
• Collect the song sheets and store until the next session.

Blessing
SAY: This month the Bible stories are about spreading the message of Jesus.
ASK: Who remembers today’s Bible verse?
SAY: Together let’s shout out our love for Jesus.
• Invite the children to follow your instructions.
o

Whisper: “I love Jesus.”

o

Turn to your neighbor and say, “I love Jesus.”

o

Shout: “I love Jesus.”

o

Say: “Amen.”

At Home with God
Before class: Obtain Bible Story Sheets leaflets.
ASK: What is one thing that you learned today? Can you share with your family what you learned?
• Send home with each child Bible Story Sheets—Session 10 leaflet.
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