10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

PLAN
Session Outline

Supplies

1. Gather

3. Respond

Basic Supplies: Tape | Stickers |

Greeting
Bible Verse Telephone

Loving God,
Loving Neighbor

Markers | Crayons | Pencils | Glue |
Paper | Scissors

Jumping and Dancing Praise

Jump for Joy Shaker

Transition to Explore

Can’t Stop Talking

Gather: Chenille stems | Jingle bells |

Transition to Bless

Deep Blue Annual Music CD

2. Explore
Sacred Conversations

4. Bless

Hear and See the Bible Story

Inviting

Interact with the Bible Story

Praising

Say the Bible Verse

Blessing

Transition to Respond

At Home with God

Explore: No additional supplies needed
Respond: Small, clear plastic plates |
Double-sided adhesive foam squares |
Colorful tape | Paper or plastic confetti |
Bathroom-sized paper cups (optional)

Bless: No additional supplies needed

Before You Teach
The Book of Acts tells us about the early days of the church. This is the story of Jesus’ followers after
Jesus’ resurrection and ascension to heaven. During his time on earth, Jesus prepared his followers to
continue the work he had begun…that of telling people about God and sharing God’s love.
In Bible times, Jewish people prayed in their homes at regular times during the day. On special days,
they went to the temple to pray. One afternoon Peter and John were going to the temple to pray at
the appointed time when they met a man who could not walk. The man was begging outside the
temple gate. Because he could not walk, the man was considered unclean by Jewish custom and was
not allowed inside the temple. Peter and John did not have money, so instead, they restored his
ability to walk. Peter healed the man “in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene.” It was important to
Peter that everyone know the true source of the man’s healing since there were often people present
trying to perform healing in the names of other gods. When the man discovered that he could walk,
he entered the temple—for the first time in his life since he had been crippled since birth—and he
began to praise God! When Peter and John healed the man, they did more than give him the ability
to walk; they gave him the ability to worship in the temple.
When the people who witnessed the healing began to praise Peter and John for what they had done,
they explained it was not by their own power that they were able to heal the man. Peter and John
gave the credit to God—the God who raised Jesus from the dead. Because they were speaking boldly
about the resurrection of Jesus, Peter and John were thrown into prison. The leaders in Jerusalem did
not want the Jesus movement to spread. Ultimately, Peter and John were released from prison, and
were asked to stop talking about Jesus. Given a choice to obey God or to obey the Jerusalem Council,
Peter and John chose to continue to do God’s work, assisted and inspired by the Holy Spirit.
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10. Peter and John

(Acts 4:1-22)

As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

GATHER
Greeting
Before class: Display the Attendance Chart (Class Kit—pp. 15–18) at eye level. Put together the model
of the zoo and the figures of Benjie, Cinnamon, and the baby elephant (Class Kit—p. 9).
• Play, “Changed” (Annual Music CD or Adventure DVD) as you welcome each child.
• Show the children where to place their offerings, and help each child mark the Attendance Chart
with a sticker or permanent marker.
• Place the Deep Blue Shores Map (Class Kit—p. 11) and the zoo and Benjie, Cinnamon, and the baby
elephant figures (Class Kit—p. 9) on a table or on the floor for the children to play with and explore.
If available, add the Deep Blue Shores Maps, buildings, and figures from previous quarters.

A—Bible Verse Telephone (Game)
SAY: Today we are starting to learn a new Bible verse. Will you help me share the message? Let’s play
the telephone game. Do you think we will be able to correctly pass the Bible verse all the way to the
end?
• Have the children sit in a line on the floor or in chairs.
• Whisper the Bible verse in the first child’s ear: “As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we
have seen and heard.”
• The child will listen and then whisper the verse to the next child in line.
• Continue down the line until the last child receives the message. Have that child say the verse
aloud.
• Compliment the children on their participation. Repeat the verse aloud to the children.
OR

B—Jumping and Dancing Praise (Movement)
• Give each child a chenille stem and two to three jingle bells.
• Help the children string the jingle bells onto their chenille stems.
• Help the children attach their chenille stems with bells to their wrists or ankles.
• Play music from the Deep Blue Annual Music CD and invite the children to jump and dance while
shaking their bells.

Transition to Explore
• Have the children help you clean up and then move to the Bible story circle. Encourage them to
move in pairs.
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EXPLORE
Sacred Conversations
SAY: This month we are hearing more New Testament stories about Christians and their communities.
I wonder who we will learn about today.
ASK: I wonder:
o

How many friends are here with us today? Who is missing?

o

How do you feel today?

o

What’s one thing that happened in your community this week that you really liked?

Hear and See the Bible Story
SAY: Today our Bible story is about two disciples who helped a man who was asking for money
outside the temple.
• Tell the children the story, “Peter and John” (Deep Blue Bible Storybook—p. 450).
• Watch the Deep Blue Adventure for Session 10 (Adventure DVD) with the children.
ASK: Jesus taught us to serve others. How do you serve others?

Interact with the Bible Story
• Give each child a copy of “Peter and John” (Bible Story Sheets—Session 10).
• Read the story with the children, encouraging them to read the words in blue.
TIP: Printable “Word Cards” for the words in blue are available each quarter to download and print at
www.deepbluekids.com/This-Sunday.

Say the Bible Verse
Before class: Post the Bible Verse Poster—Unit 3 (Class Kit—p. 7) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Point to the Bible Verse Poster. Say the Bible verse for the children, and then repeat it together.
• Teach the children signs from American Sign Language for some of the words in the Bible verse
(Leader Guide—p. 96 and www.deepbluekids.com/This-Sunday).
• Watch the Unit 3 Bible Verse video (Adventure DVD) with the children.

Transition to Respond
• Have the children move to the next activity. Encourage them to jump and leap as they move.
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RESPOND
Loving God, Loving Neighbor
Before class: Post “All Are Welcome” (Class Kit—p. 27) and the Mission Poster (Class Kit—p. 29) on a
wall or bulletin board. Make a copy of the Mission Letter (p. 66) for each child.
• Play, “All Are Welcome” (Annual Music CD or Adventure DVD). Sing along and dance to the music.
SAY: This month we are learning about the John Wesley Community Centre in Etwatwa, South Africa,
on the continent of Africa. At the John Wesley Community Centre, people support children and
families who are affected by a sickness called HIV/AIDS. They help them with education and make
sure the children and families have what they need to live like food, medical care, and clothes. I’m
excited to learn more about the community centre with you.
• Give each child a copy of the Mission Letter (p. 66). Read the letter together, and explain your
group’s process for collecting a mission offering if you choose to participate.

A—Jump for Joy Shaker (Activity Sheets)
• Give each child a copy of Activity Sheets—Session 10; two small, clear plastic plates; and a square
of double-sided adhesive foam.
• Provide paper or plastic confetti and sturdy, colorful tape in the center of the table.
• Invite the children to create the “Jump for Joy Shaker” according to the instructions.
OR

B—Can’t Stop Talking (Storytelling)
SAY: Our Bible verse for this month tells us what Peter and John said when some people wanted them
to stop talking about Jesus. They said, “As for us, we can’t stop speaking about what we have seen
and heard.”
ASK: What is your favorite subject to talk about? Has anyone ever asked you to stop talking about it?
SAY: One of my favorite subjects to talk about is Jesus. Let’s talk about Jesus together. We’ll go
around the circle. Each person will say something about Jesus. It could be about his life or something
that he taught about. When it’s your turn, try to say something that hasn’t been shared yet. Let’s see
how long we can talk about Jesus.
• Encourage the children to talk about Jesus. Continue until each child has had a turn, or as long as
time and interest allow.
SAY: You know a lot about Jesus and did a great job sharing!

Transition to Bless
• Have the children help you clean up and then move to the Bible story circle. Encourage them to
move by jumping and leaping.
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BLESS
Inviting
Before class: Cut out the mural pieces from the bottom of the Unit 3—Bible Story Mural (Class Kit—
p. 23) and place them in an envelope or zip-top bag. Post the Unit 3—Bible Story Mural.
• Gather the children around the mural. Invite a child to tape the image of the man who was healed
to the mural.
ASK: What do you remember about the Bible story we heard today? What do you think we can learn
about community from this story?

Praising
Before class: Display “Singing Together” (Class Kit—p. 25) on a wall or bulletin board.
• Sing together, “I Can Do Good Every Day” (Class Kit—p. 25).
TIP: If time permits, invite the children to choose more songs to sing.

Blessing
• Sitting in a circle, turn to the child to your right and say, “(Child’s Name), you are an important part
of our community.”
• Invite the child to turn to the child on his or her right and say, “(Child’s Name), you are an
important part of our community.”
• Have the children continue around the circle in this way until the final child says the phrase back to
you.
PRAY: God, we are thankful for our church community. Thank you for the way that you are always
with us. Amen.

At Home with God
ASK: What’s one thing about our time today that you can tell your family?
• Give each child a copy of Bible Story Sheets—Session 10. Look at “Family Faith Activities” together.
ASK: Which of these activities are you most excited to try this week?
• Send home the Bible Story Sheets—Session 10 with each child along with the Mission Letter.
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Mission Letter
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